THE  MINISTER  OF  FINANCE            35
We passed three months between Anspach and Tries-dorf, surrounded by mourning; and in June the Margrave declared his intention of going to England, whence only he meant to disclose the purpose of his resignation of the Margraviate to his people. Count Hurdeubcrg, the Margrave's Minister, was entrusted with the arrangement to be made between the two Sovereigns, and except him and myself no one had an idea of the Margrave's intentions : had it been known in the principalities, the Margrave was so beloved by the soldiers and peasantry that they never would have suffered him to depart.
One circumstance will show the ingenuous and indefatigable spirit of the Germans, who are in general supposed to be slow and indifferent about tilings which are of no consequence to themselves.
The Count de Goemengen, to the infinite regret of the Margrave, left his service, because the Margrave hud dismissed M. Scckendorf, a Minister of Finance ; who being of the immediate noblesse, it was not thought lit by Goemengen, as he was himself noble, that he should retain his situation, when a man of the rank of the financier was excluded from office. But the cause of the dismissal of the Minister of Finance was, that when ho was sent to England by the Margrave, to receive the money due to his troops which he had sent to America, lie had converted a large* sum of money to his own use, instead of paying it into the coffers of the State,
The Margrave, as usual, instead of {Jutting the <le-frauder in prison, or at least of banishing him from his dominions, permitted him to remain at Anspach. The consequence of this lenity was, that the wretch took every opportunity in his power to plan mischief and toaughter of   Ferdinand Albert,   Duke of Brunswick.    He died in 1800, and was succeeded by his son, Francis Frederick. witiiutufv,
